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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jack York. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

The title has been changed to: 

-Apparatus and Method for Removing Flooring Tile — 



In the specification: 

Page 4, line 24, after "26"; "tile hook" has been changed to -tension clamp— 
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Page 6, line 14, after "spring 22."; "tile hook" has been changed to -tension 
clamp — 

Page 7, line 20, the first word "secures" has been changed to --supports—. 

Page 9, the last paragraph, continuing to page 10 has been replaced with: 

— After the grout has been properly removed from around tile 54, 
the apparatus is placed over it and base cleat 15, tile clamp 
38R and 38L are fit into the appropriate spaces around tile 54. 
Before the apparatus is secured to tile 54 an isolation membrane 
is put between the edge of tile 54 and tile clamps 38R and 38L, 
and between the edge of tile 54 and base cleat 15. The width 
between the clamps is adjusted by screwing in or out a tile 
clamp bolt 48R and a tile clamp bolt 48L. In this embodiment 
tile clamp bolt 48L serves as a width setting bolt for tile 54. 
Tile clamp bolt 48L needs to be adjusted only when a different 
size tile is encountered. Tile clamp bolt 48R tightens or 
releases tension on tile 54. If needed tile clamp bolts 48L and 
48R can be switched it the handle would be better on the other 
side of the apparatus. Tile clamps 38R and 38L also help 
support base plate 10 above tile 54 and do not necessarily have 
to be tight against tiles 54 to be effective . - 
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page 10, second paragraph (beginning on line 8) has been replaced with: 

— Hooked to the front of tile 54 is a tile hook 26 which is 
attached to a spring 22 which is attached to a spring lug 18R, 
18C or 18L to provide tension between the apparatus and tile 54. 
The clamping action between the tension clamp 2 6 and base cleat 
15 should be such that the apparatus is immobilized on tile 54.- 



page 10, third paragraph (beginning on Iine13) has been replaced with: 

— After centering the apparatus by adjusting tile clamp 
bolt 4 8 L then tile clamp bolt 4 8 R is turned clockwise until 

snug. The apparatus should be firmly attached to tile 54 but 

not so tight that it would crack under the width adjustment 
tension. — After the apparatus has been set in place and the tile 
clamps 38R and 38L and base cleat 15 are correctly set in the 
grout spaces the apparatus should be somewhat centered over the 
tile 54. Once the tension is set between the tension clamp 26 
and base cleat 15 the apparatus should be secure enough that it 
does not move and feels solid on tile 54. The apparatus is then 
ready to start removal of tile 54. — 



In the claims: 
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1. An apparatus and A method for removing a portion of a 
grouted tile floor where said portion has separated from the 
foundation comprising the steps of : 

a. a means for removing grout and cementitious material around 
all sides of said tile without damaging said tile_^_ 

b . securing an apparatus to said tile/ the apparatus comprising 
a rigid material forming a base plate of a predetermined sizej_ 
e-r a plurality of clamps that secure said base plate to said 
tile that fit into evacuated grout spaces around said tile^ dr- 

a cleat attached to said base plate that fits into another 
evacuated grout space perpendicular to said clamps , and; e-r an 
impact area on said cleat and base plate for a hammering force 
to be applied on said impact area used to drive said base plate 
and consequently said tile forward in the same direction of the 
impact force; 

c. impacting the impact area to drive the tile forward. 

2. The method of claim 1, e# wherein removing said grout around 
said tile is done using a circular abrasive blade saw to cut out 
said grout or a drill to bore multiple holes in a series in said 
grout . 

3. The method apparatus of claim 1 wherein said plurality of 
clamps are two opposing clamps that sandwich said tile. 
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4. The method apparatus of claim 3^ -t wherein said clamps which , 
sandwich said tile use a nut and bolt system to control the 
pressure exerted on said tile by said clamps. 

5. Claim canceled. 

6. Claim canceled. 

7. Claim canceled, 

8. The method apparatus of claim 1 wherein said base plate is 
secured to said tile on the side opposite said impact area 
through a tensioning means such as a spring . 

9. An apparatus and method for removing a grouted floor tile 
where said tile has separated from the foundation comprising: 

a. a means for removing grout and cementing material around all 
sides of said tile without damaging said tile; 

b. a rigid material forming a base plate of a predetermined 
size; that is adjustable in length 

c. a plurality of clamps that secure the base plate to said 
tile that are dimensioned to fit into evacuated grout spaces 
around said tile; 

d. a cleat attached to said base plate that fits is dimensioned 
to fit into another evacuated grout space perpendicular to said 
clamps to grip the edge of the tile; and, 
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e. an impact area on said base plate for a hammering force to 
be applied on said impact area used to drive said base plate and 
consequently said tile forward in the same direction of the 
impact force . 

10. The method apparatus of claim 9 ; wherein the means for 
removing said grout around, said tile is done using a circular 
abrasive blade saw to cut out said grout or a drill to bore 
multiple holes in a scries in said grout . 

11. Claim canceled. 

12. Claim canceled. 

13. Claim canceled. 

14. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said .clamps sandwich said 
tile us-e using a nut and bolt system to control the pressure 
exerted on said tile by said clamps. 

15. Claim canceled. 

16. Claim canceled. 

17. Claim canceled. 

18. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said base plate is secured 
to said tile on the side opposite of said impact area through a 
tensioning means such as a spring . 
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2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: in figure 1 , a box has been added as shown on the following 
page. In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these 
above agreed upon drawing changes. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Kreck whose telephone number is (703)308-2725. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 5:30 am - 2:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Shackelford can be reached on (703)308-2978. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

John Kreck 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3673 
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